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FROM THE MEHRUTHERM BLOG - MANAGED IT

Stop Scrubbing Hours of
Footage to Find One Moment

Modern cameras let you find a moment by describing it in plain words instead of scrubbing hours

of recordings. What that changes for a business or town.

Himanshu Mehru - Founder, Mehrutherm June 23, 2026

Something happened, and you need to see it. A package went missing from the front step. There was a
fender bender in the lot. A customer is asking who was at the counter around three on Tuesday. The

footage exists. Somewhere in it is the exact moment you need.

So begins the part everyone dreads: scrubbing. You drag the timeline back and forth, squinting, guessing
at the hour, watching long stretches of nothing, hoping to catch the few seconds that matter before you
lose patience. More often than not, you give up. The footage was there the whole time. Finding it just was

not worth the afternoon.
That math has changed, and it changes what your cameras are actually worth.
Just describe what you are looking for

The newer approach is almost boringly simple to use: instead of scrubbing a timeline, you describe what

you want in plain words, and the system finds the clips for you.

"A person in a red jacket near the side door yesterday afternoon." "A white pickup that pulled into the lot
this morning." "Anyone at the back entrance after closing." You ask the way you would ask a person who
had watched all the footage for you, and within seconds you are looking at the handful of moments that

match, instead of the hours that do not.

The recordings are the same. What is new is that you can finally get to the part you need without paying

for it with your time.
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Why this matters more than it sounds

It is tempting to file this under "nice to have." It is bigger than that, because footage you cannot search is

footage you mostly do not use.

Think about how often a question comes up that the cameras could answer, and how rarely anyone
actually goes and looks, because looking means scrubbing. The slip-and-fall claim. The dispute over a
delivery. The simple "what time did they leave?" When finding the answer takes a tedious hour, those
questions go unanswered and the cameras quietly become a thing you only touch after something serious.

When finding the answer takes seconds, the same cameras start earning their keep every week.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

e Old way: guess at the time and scrub hours of timeline hoping to catch the moment.
e New way: describe it in plain words and get the matching clips in seconds.

e The recordings are the same. What changes is whether you can actually use them.

e Footage you can search gets used for everyday questions, not just emergencies.

Who can see it, and where it lives

A camera system watches your business, which means it deserves the same care you would give anything

that holds sensitive information. Two questions matter more than the features.

First, who can see the footage? Access should be limited to the people who genuinely need it, and it
should be easy to see and change who that is. Second, where does the footage live, and who controls it?
You should own your own recordings and your own system, not rent access to your own cameras from

someone else.

USEFUL AND PRIVATE ARE NOT OPPOSITES

Powerful search makes it more important, not less, to be deliberate about access. The same tool
that finds a clip in seconds for you would do the same for anyone who should not have it. Set up
properly, that is a matter of limiting who can get in, and keeping the footage on a system you

control.
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Part of looking after the whole picture

Cameras do not sit off on their own. They live on your network, which is exactly why they belong on their
own separated lane rather than mixed in with everything else, and why they are part of managing the

whole setup rather than a box bolted on after the fact.

It is also a grounded example of something we say often: the useful kind of artificial intelligence is not a
gimmick, it is a tool that quietly saves you real time on a real task. We wrote more about that practical,

hype-free view in practical ways small businesses can use automation.

MEHRUTHERM - CRESTON, WA

Curious what modern cameras could do for your business or town? Get in

touch and we'll talk through what would actually help, set up so the footage is

searchable, private, and yours.
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